
Thoughts from Luther (A ñDo-It -Yourselfò Devotion) 
2 Thessalonians 2:15 So then, brothers, stand firm 
and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, 
whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

Since we have just celebrated the Lutheran 
Reformation, who better to listen to and learn from than 
Dr. Martin Luther himself. Everybody has their favorite 
Luther quotes and some of mine follow. Though his 
words are almost 500 years old, they are still powerful 
and poignant, and by God's grace, very pertinent. 
Please read, meditate, and enjoy:  

òEvery man must do two things alone; he must do his 
own believing and his own dying.ò 

ñIf we are correct and right in our Christian life at every 
point, but refuse to stand for the truth at a particular 
point where the battle rages ï then we are traitors to 
Christ.ò 

ñSome of us ... think to ourselves, óIf I had only been 
there! How quick I would have been to help the baby. I 
would have washed his linen. How happy I would have 
been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in 
the manger!ô Yes, we would! We say that because we 
know how great Christ is. But if we had been there at 
that time, we would have done no better than the 
people of Bethlehem. Why don't we do it now? We 
have Christ in our neighbor.ò 

ñThe Christian is supposed to love his neighbor, and 
since his wife is his nearest neighbor, she should be 
his deepest love.ò 

ñBe a sinner and sin strongly, but more strongly have 
faith and rejoice in Christ.ò  

ñEven if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to 
pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.ò 

ñFor where God built a church, there the Devil would 
also build a chapel.ò 

ñWhen I consider my crosses, tribulations, and 
temptations, I shame myself almost to death, thinking 
what are they in comparison to the sufferings of my 
blessed Savior, Christ Jesus.ò 

ñNext to faith this is the highest art ï to be content with 
the calling in which God has placed you. I have not 
learned it yet.ò 

ñPeace if possible, truth at all costs.ò 

ñPray, and let God worry.ò 

ñI have held many things in my hands, and I have lost 
them all; but whatever I have placed in God's hands, 
that I still possess.ò 

ñNo man should be alone when he opposes Satan. The 
church and the ministry of the Word were instituted for 
this purpose that hands may be joined together and 
one may help another. If the prayer of one doesn't 
help, the prayer of another will.ò 

ñListen to the angel's song, all you who have a troubled 
heart!  óI bring you good tidings of great joy!ô Jesus did 
not come to condemn you. If you want to define Christ 
rightly, then pay heed to how the angel defines Him, 
namely, 'a great joy!'ò 

ñI cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against 
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I can 
do no other, so help me God. Amen.ò 

And lest we think the only wise one in Luther's house 
was the Reformer ...  

ñI will stick to Christ as a burr to a topcoat!" (Those 
were the last words of Katherine Von Bora, Luther's 
wife.) 

Grateful to be able to listen to Luther, Pastor Zarling 



What do you mean by ñfirstfruitsò? 
Proverbs 3:9-10 ñHonor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits 

of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing.ò 

When we talk about giving, we often use the word ñfirstfruits,ò but many 

people may not fully understand what it means.  In a farming society 

(like that of Bible times), people depended heavily on the harvest.  If the 

harvest was poor, the year would be a hungry one.  If the harvest was 

good, they might be able to put some away for a bad year.  How would 

you react if your very life depended on the harvest? 

I suspect we might be reluctant to give any of it away.  After all, what if 

there isnôt enough?  What if next year is worse?  Especially, if I give 

away the very first part that I bring in, what if something happens (hail, 

flood, pillage) to the rest before I can gather it?  We would want to save 

everything we could until we were certain that we were safe. 

God knew that, but He commanded the Israelites to demonstrate their 

trust in Him.  After all, if He could give them the first bushel of wheat, then He could provide them with the 

next nine bushels too.  He promised that their barns would be filled to overflowing. 

God commanded the Israelites to give Him the firstfruits of their harvest so that they would learn to trust Him 

and so that they would show all of the people around them Who was most important in their lives, and Who was 

the true God Who provided their daily bread. 

Few of us are farmers today, and a modern farmerôs income is not often dependent on a single crop.  Yet, we 

still receive blessings from God, and God still wants us to realize where our blessings have come from.  He still 

wants us to show that we trust in Him for all we need.  He still asks for our firstfruits. 

Today the harvest of your work may come every Friday, or once or twice a month.  Regardless of your income 

source or level, God still asks you to take from what you have been given and give back.  God used words like 

ñoverflowingò and ñbrim over" to describe His generosity to us.  He expects you to use His gifts to you to give 

glory to Him. 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, You provided the Israelites with food for hundreds of years, even though they often 

did not trust in You.  You have given me my daily bread faithfully for all my life, even when I have not 

responded gratefully to You.  Lord, help me to give to You my firstfruits and to trust that You will provide me 

with the lastfruits and all of the fruitful blessings that I require.  My life is in Your hands.  Amen. 

From Epiphanyôs Stewardship Committee 

 

  



/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ [ƻǾŜΣ hǳǊ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎ 

There is plenty of pain, hurt and brokenness in our 
world.  

God has a plan to overcome all this sadness sin has 
created. It is love.  Love that flows from God through 
Jesus to you. Then you can share that love with others. 
Love plans. Love protects. Love sacrifices for others. 
Love takes time. Love is patient. 

God has a plan of love. You are in it! Experience this love in our special worship services and Bible 
classes October 31 through November 21.  

 

Christ the King Youth Sunday 

The story is told about the baptism of King Aengus by St. 
Patrick in the middle of the fifth century. Sometime during the 
rite, St. Patrick leaned on his sharp-pointed staff and 
ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŀōōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻƻǘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ 
over, St. Patrick looked down at all the blood, realized what he 
ƘŀŘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ 
suffer this pain in silence, the Patrick wanted to know. The king 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǘǳŀƭΦέ 

Your King was stabbed in the foot ... and the hand and the side 
and the head. And, you and I are the ones who held the staff.  

But the YƛƴƎΩǎ blood that was shed was not an accident or part 
of any ritual. It was a divine decision in order to forgive and 
save us. 

Celebrate Christ your King oƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нмΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 9ƴƧƻȅ 9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
serving you and blessing our worship with trumpets, saxophones, piano, guitar, voices and more! 

 

Thanksgiving Eve worship with communion  

Ice cream and pie social after 

Crisp blue-sky days. The faintly sweet smell of wood smoke. Turkey and 
stuffing. Choosing the perfect pumpkin. The greatest joy is noticing the 
small things ς and giving thanks. This season, bring your family and join 
us at Epiphany for a time of thanksgiving. Rediscover the contentment 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ ²ŜΩǊe celebrating 
Thanksgiving on Wednesday, November 24 at 6:30 pm. We give thanks 
to the Lord by also graciously receiving His body and blood in His 
Sacrament. Come really experience the season this year.  

Bring a pie to share after the service for our old-fashioned ice cream 
and pie social.  

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS 
BREAKFAST 

ά/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘέ 

 
 ¢ƘŜ άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ WŜǎǳǎέ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘhis year on Saturday, 
December 4th, 2010. It will be from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in EpiphŀƴȅΩǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ The 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ άSilent Night, Holy NightέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
12 years and younger, although an adult must accompany all children. We also invite 
you to use this as an opportunity for Evangelism. If you have a friend or know of 
someone who is unchurched, please invite and encourage them to join you. Share the 
ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  
 The morning will have several activities: a short service, songs and a craft 
project. The breakfast menu will be: French Toast, sausages, muffins, juice, coffee, milk 
and a birthday cupcake. 
 There will be a sign-up sheet in the Friendship Room. Sign up early, as seating is 
limited. Deadline for sign-up is Monday, November 29th. A free-will offering will be 
taken. If you have any questions, please contact The Life and Growth committee-Jane 
Strutz at 681-0160 or Barb Hanson at 637-7908. If you sign up and then are unable to 
attend, please contact Barb Hanson with your cancellation. 
 Come and share the true meaning of Christmas-WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΗ 
  



  



 


