\ Epiphany

Thought s

2 Thessalonians 2:15 So then, brothers, stand firm
and hold to the teachings we passed on to you,
whether by word of mouth or by letter.

Since we have just celebrated the Lutheran
Reformation, who better to listen to and learn from than
Dr. Martin Luther himself. Everybody has their favorite
Luther quotes and some of mine follow. Though his
words are almost 500 years old, they are still powerful
and poighant, and by God's grace, very pertinent.
Please read, meditate, and enjoy:

&Every man must do two things alone; he must do his
own believing and his own dying.o

fif we are correct and right in our Christian life at every
point, but refuse to stand for the truth at a particular
point where the battle rages i then we are traitors to
Christ.0

fSome o f us t hilinllbad tordy been
there! How quick | would have been to help the baby. |
would have washed his linen. How happy | would have
been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in
t he ma ¥eg,eve Wauld! We say that because we
know how great Christ is. But if we had been there at
that time, we would have done no better than the
people of Bethlehem. Why don't we do it now? We
have Christ in our neighbor.6
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firhe Christian is supposed to love his neighbor, and
since his wife is his nearest neighbor, she should be
his deepest love.0

fBe a sinner and sin strongly, but more strongly have
faith and rejoice in Christ.0

fEven if | knew that tomorrow the world would go to
pieces, | would still plant my apple tree.0

fFFor where God built a church, there the Devil would
also build a chapel.o

fiWWhen | consider my crosses, tribulations, and
temptations, | shame myself almost to death, thinking
what are they in comparison to the sufferings of my
blessed Savior, Christ Jesus.0

fiNext to faith this is the highest art i to be content with
the calling in which God has placed you. | have not
learned it yet.0

fPeace if possible, truth at all costs.o
fPray, and let God worry.0

fl have held many things in my hands, and | have lost
them all; but whatever | have placed in God's hands,
that | still possess.o

fiNo man should be alone when he opposes Satan. The
church and the ministry of the Word were instituted for
this purpose that hands may be joined together and
one may help another. If the prayer of one doesn't
help, the prayer of another will.0

fListen to the angel's song, all you who have a troubled
hear t I'bring you good tidings of great joy!6Jesus did
not come to condemn you. If you want to define Christ
rightly, then pay heed to how the angel defines Him,
namely, 'a great joy!'0

fl cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against

r s e [copseignee isgieither right nor safe. Here | stand, | can

do no other, so help me God. Amen.o

And lest we think the only wise one in Luther's house
was the Reformer ...

fl will stick to Christ as a burr to a topcoat!" (Those
were the last words of Katherine Von Bora, Luther's
wife.)

Grateful to be able to listen to Luther, Pastor Zarling



What do you mean by nfirs

Proverbs 3:910f Honor the LORD with your wealth. with th
of all your crops; then your b e

When we talk about giving, we «
people my not fully understand what it mean$n a farming society
(like that of Bible times), people depended heavily on the harVfetste
harvest was poor, the year would be a hungry dh¢éhe harvest was
good, they might be able to put some away for é y&ar. How would
you react if your very life depended on the harvest?

| suspect we might be reluctant to give any of it awaiter all, what if
t her e i s nwhatif eemtoengid WorseEspecially, if | give
away the very first part that | bgnin, what if something happens (hai
flood, pillage) to the rest before | can gather W& would want to save
everything we could until we were certain that we were safe.

God knew that, but He commanded the Israelites to demonstrate B B e
trust in Him. After all, if He could give them the first bushel of wheat, then He could provide them with the
next nine bushels todde promised that their barns would be filled to overflowing.

God commanded the Israelites to give Him the firstfruits of their haseetat they would learn to trust Him
and so that they would show all of the people around them Who was most important in their lives, and Who was
the true God Who provided their daily bread.

Few of wus are farmers t oda yt,ofteadegendant on@ girgle oropét,ave mer 6 s
still receive blessings from God, and God still wants us to realize where our blessings have corfitefsbiih.
wants us to show that we trust in Him for all we nel@. still asks for our firstfruits.

Todaythe harvest of your work may come every Friday, or once or twice a mBethardless of your income
source or level, God still asks you to take from what you have been given and giveSloalcksed words like
Afoverfl owingd and A lygenéronity towsHe Expett®youwte usea Hisi giftseto yidu te give
glory to Him.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, You provided the Israelites with food for hundreds of years, even though they often
did not trust in You.You have given me my daily bread faithfulfor all my life, even when | have not
responded gratefully to You.ord, help me to give to You my firstfruits and to trust that You will provide me
with the lastfruits and all of the fruitful blessings that | requiviy life is in Your hands.Amen.

From Epi phanyCommitsd ewar
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There is plenty of pain, hurt and brokenness in o

world.
God has a plan to overcome all this sadness sin WE LS

created. It is love. Love that flows from God throug¢

Jesus to you. Then you can share that love with othe Ch”StS Love, Our Calling.
Love plans. Love protects. Love sacrifices for othe

Love takes time. Love is patient.

God has a plan of love. You are in it Experience this love in our special worship services and Bible
classes October 31 through November 21.

Christ the King Youth Sunday

The story is told about the baptism of King Aengus by St.
Patrick in the middle of the fifth century. Sometime during the
rite, St. Patrick leaned on his shawpinted staff and
AYIFROSNISyiGte adlrooSR GKS (Ay3
over, St. Patdk looked down at all the blood, realized what he
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4 sufferthis pain in silence, the Patrigkanted to know. The king
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Your Kng was stabbed in the foot. .and thehandand the side
and the head. And, you and | are the ones who held the staff.

But theY A yhib&ddhat was shed was not an accident or part
of any ritual. It was a divine decision in orderftrgive and
save us.

Celebrate Christ your Kingfjo b2 3SYOSNJ umd LG A& faz2 2dz2N) | 2dz
serving you and blessing our worship with trumpets, saxophones, piano, guitar, voices and more!

Thanksgiving Everorship with communion
Ice cream and pie socialfter

Crisp bluesky daysThe faintly sweet smell of wood smokeurkey and ha nkg
stuffing. Choosing the perfect pumpkin. The greatest joy is noticing th

small things; and giving thanks. This season, bring yourifaand join v Hﬁ i

us at Epiphanyor a time of thanksgiving. Rediscover tbententment
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Thanksgiving on Wednesday, Novembér=a? 6:30 pm We give thanks  &&
to the Lord by also graciously receiving His body and blood in HIS

SacramentCome really experience the season r.
Y erp yea Dsar e Zaron

Bring a pie to share after the service for our-fdghioned ice cream azamvcaoes com
and pie social.




HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS
BREAKFAST
G/ 2YS YR {KFENBE / KERARA&AGYlI & GACL
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December 4th, 2010t will be from 9:0010:30 a.m. in Epl y 8 Q& CSf The g a KA
0 KSYS K Bient Night, Noly Nightdx ¢ KS LINRPINI Y GAff 0
12 years and younger, although an adult must accompany all children. We also invite
you to use this as an opportunity for Evangelism. If you have a friend or know of
someone who is unchurell, please invite and encourage them to join you. Share the
322R ySga 2F WS&adzAQ O0ANIK gAGK GKSYO®

The morning will have several activities: a short service, songs and a craft
project. The breakfast menu will be: French Tossatisages, muffingyice, cdfee, milk
and a birthday cupcake.

There will be a signp sheet in the Friendship Room. Sign up early, as seating is
limited. Deadline fo signup is Monday, November 29 A freewill offering will be
taken. If you have any questions, please contact Oifeeand Growth committedane
Strutz at 6810160 or Barb Hanson at 63B08. If you sign up and then are unable to
attend, please contact Barb Hanson with your cancellation.

Come and share the true meaning of ChristiS & dzA Q o0 A NI K H




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2010

11/1 Judy Ruud 11/17 Kelsey Hood
11/1 John Schulz 11/17 Pastor Michael Zarling
11/3 Jeft Peterson 11/18 Rojhelio Ramirez Ir.
11/5 Glen Sherwood 11/18 Rachel Lowrey
11/6 Mary Ann Mico 11/18 Michelle Evans
11/7 Zachary Mano 11/18 Douglas Evans
11/7 Terry Rigby 11/21 Mikailah Kosterman
11/8 Elizabeth Erickson 11/21 Kyle O’Brien
11/9 Allison Miller 11/22 Carl Nejedly
11/9 Jennifer Miller 11/22 William Strutz
11/9 Margaret Rowley 11/26 John Ahles
11/11 Janet Hader 11/27 Kaitlyn Francis
11/12 Braeley Pettigrew 11/27 Rodney Strutz
11/13 Steve Jones 11/28 Daniel Gehrz
11/15 Lisa Francis 11/29 Caitlin Harrison
11/16 Richard Miller 11/30 Mathieu Evans
11/16 Betty Held 11/30 Mark Benton

As many of you know we had some technical difficulties with our data base.
We are now up and running. We may have lost some information. If you have a birthday
in November and are not listed please leave a note in the church mailbox so we can re-enter it in the computer.
Sorry for any inconvenience.






